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ABSTRACT

Thesis Topic : An Analysis of Belief in Karma of Thai People in Modern
Times according to Theravada Buddhist Philosophy

Student’s Name : Phra Poramet Kittiguno (Khamhongsa)

Degree Sought : Master of Arts

Program : Buddhism and Philosophy

Anno Domini ;2023

Advisor :  Phrakhusilasarathikhun, Dr.

Co-Advisor * Dr. Sanguan Laphontan

The objectives of this thesis were 1) to study the problematic belief in karma
of Thai people in modern times 2) to study karma in Theravada Buddhist philosophy,
and 3) to analyze the belief in karma of Thai people in modern times according to
Theravada Buddhist philosophy. It was qualitative research by studying the Tripitaka,
commentaries, books, documents, related researches, etc.

The results of the study found that:

The current state of Thai people's belief in karma problems were: 1) the
problem of lack of faith: the current problem in Thai society was a lack of self-
intelligence, there was no shame in doing wrong, 2) the problem of immorality: Could
be seen from the present that there were violations of both law and immorality,
3) the problem of hypocrisy: Problem in Thai society arisen from various situations that
led to misconceptions, it could be seen that the offender had an evil mind with
dominated by greed due to delusion, and 4) the conditions of live: problems with
wrong doing according to Buddhist principles, such as methamphetamine trade,
prostitution, arms trade, etc.

Karma in Theravada Buddhist philosophy means to actions with intend. The
process of giving the result of karma or the result of the action of karma and the law
of karma couldn’t be separated from each other. Because when there was action, it
was karma. There would be consequences of actions, according to the principle of

karma or the law of karma in Buddhism, which it was the truth that there was only His



majesty the Lord Buddha who had actually discovered the truth, and brought it to be
revealed to the flocks. Karma was something that no one could avoid or resolve, the
person who did it was truly the recipient of the karma or the results of that karma.
An analysis of beliefs in karma of Thai people in modern times according to
Theravada Buddhist philosophy found that Thai people in modern times believed in
karma according to Theravada Buddhist philosophy as follows: 1) beliefs in karma for
creating faith, 2) beliefs in karma for morality, 3) beliefs in karma for having right views,

and 4) beliefs in karma for living.

Keywords : Belief, Karma, Thai people in modern times, Theravada Buddhist Philosophy
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