UNUINYLLATERIUN1TaUNAWSEHNSAaUN luANATaTIaNNEITUUN

NILUMNEANTYY Ly Idled (55548339)

o‘gd 1 =<

Meninusililudiuniisvaimsnuaunangnsfauaansanidudgn
F1UIVINSAEUILETUSTYYN
UMNNINYINY UMNINYIRYUNIUNG TNVINYNRY

WNSANIIY 2567



UNUIMNYLLATERlUN1Ta A WIEHNSAEUN luANATEITONNFITUUN

WIzAANS o LyInled (55518a30)

e‘dyd 1 =

grtinusiidudiunilsransinenunangnsauaansumundn
duvNNsAEUILasUSuYn
UIININGINY UMIINYIRYUNIUNG TN VINYIRY

WNSANIIY 2567



ROLE OF MILLIONAIRE IN SUPPORTING BUDDHISM IN THE
DHAMMAPADA COMMENTARY

PHRAMAHA SITTHICHAI TEJAVANNO (THAMMASUCHARIT)

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE MASTER DEGREE OF ARTS
PROGRAM IN BUDDHISM AND PHILOSOPHY
GRADUATE SCHOOL
MAHAMAKUT BUDDHIST UNIVERSITY
2024



UNANED

Wadainentinug : UNUIMNUBAATETIUNTQUANANTENNS AU IUANAS
2330NAFITUUN
YaunANE" : WITNMNANS Yy yaniled (533UFIIN)
yauTeysyn : AauAansuniUndia
#1137 : WNSAEUILAZU YR
Unnsdnsny : 2567
] a ¢
2121358NUSNWN : NALAT. QU ARA

Weninusatull Binguszasdsail 1) iNeAnuiuseiiveuasuinguiuinsenns

9

(% (3

AEUlUANATOIIONANSTINUN 2) efAnwunuInvedAseENaUauinsennsmauluduns

<9 9

9330N0165551UY 3) iloTATzRunUIMveLATYE TR U AN Eymsemaulufuisossonan
syauun dfeliumuisedaenans Anvideyarnmanunsdeyannduisossanan
§595UN MA 1- 8 MAsdesiulseRuasunumvouases

NAN5IENUN:

1.UsziRveuAsuinguiudnszymsaaurlufuisossonansssuun wuiasug
74 5 viu flo owadadiniased Tefnesud wamnuesud leanesul uazdnmasg dgius
wazdumnedinfiunnsnsiu visihuligughssnduiin $Fefaysaisuiulimuguda
Taqlu@inas visinudnunlusszgairsuiigiusousaondadomuiudam@in us
shaRdayyuazyguisisihlindunniguenomiouwds visinlilfReulunszga
Asey feanuivaudataymununeunuie1@inlisen wimeyyuisiduiiliseaiusunse

wle uagldilumsuglunan uiazvinudesiunsaddauyyuisiivduanidvlddou

)=

Wiefsanfiyydsa Juilnlaaudfsnassd waglanunsenmsiinlailesssuuasidnfiesssulu

a
Gl
[ 3

2. UNUIMNYBNLATEINQUAUANIENNSATAU TUANATEIIANANTITUUN WU

X} 9

WISHRYIY 5 vy Tunuinlunisgududnsenmsenaunlusiueing 4 Ineanznisguiundade

9

4 aunadadinesegusatadu 54 1nf afedansswniu nsaududvigedan e
Fafowan lsunisendesainnsznnsidnindudeluiiunisaeniu leinieswiaudud
WIENNFAFUINRIADARNIA tnnetrdosuanszdaanumsidn laasenseausng fae

Sauy 7 Usenis Wiynasslunesdl 3 ase Yanaenlyl 5 & Wsednugseudusniuaningliiu



WNsUTENHNH 95T Midneuanes 9 ey duudnse 6 d1u 8 uausy anglasiisuas
018Rd MU wamniasey Yandabiunsdanviaiuaradiiaviyyaausinnauld

L% < ¥ Ya U = a ¥ a ¥
ussglandu Wudyavennsiwgelidnyivdyalasauazialoaiuniald leaniasws 14
auUAnsuusaniiuiuIateadilsmudesauenau Uissanasinuivaiua lailesssuay
ussqlandundriuintuiionsennsenauiiagliailadnisy Ianased laovaiute
sungniu Iasadmsuaziaunauslilunsznmsaaun lasunisendosninnsznmstdni
Judadunisuanssssy

(% 13

3. WATILAUNUINVBAUATHINQUANS

9

WITWNSAFUIUANATDITANANSITUUN
wuitnie 5 danudeulalunssnmseauigiann lanunsenmstanlanlesssunaniuuniu
fensznvsaau aanufeulansnsiegieialu insaudusnsenmsaauiniudade 4

a

Junuvegslitudszevunazauseudslausengiufiinig amnsatdhunuimvesasyl
wszgnaldlunisaniuiiiale wsznnsmauiazawiueglaszdesofennsusen 4 fny
Anwal AMINANYINTLEITUAIADUVBINTENNSLI AU TN AU URRas W I

= oy e ° o a 1a wva v v s
guianguiIdniintiNdnwyinsysssumasuiilulsengiufiauazlvnisaudud
WsznnsAEu Weswdes1svihntiivesnuegnanysalkanasiinsensenau sy

\SaLTesdUsalY

ANEARY : UNUTY, LATEE, gUEUA, 93500155 THUN



ABSTRACT

Thesis Topic : Role of Millionaire in Supporting Buddhism

in the Dhammapada Commentary
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The objectives delineated in this thesis encompassed a multifaceted
investigation pertaining to the patronage of wealthy individuals towards the Buddhist
faith as depicted within the Dhammapada Commentary. The first objective aimed to
delve into the historical backdrop surrounding affluent individuals who extended
their patronage to the Buddha's teachings. Following this, the second objective
sought to meticulously scrutinize the contributions and involvement of millionaires
in supporting Buddhism, as elucidated within the Dhammapada Commentary. Lastly,
the third objective entailed a comprehensive analysis of the multifaceted roles
undertaken by these affluent supporters of Buddhism within the same commentary.
This scholarly endeavor adopts a documentary research approach, systematically
gathering and synthesizing pertinent information sourced from Parts 1-8 of the
Dhammapada Commentary, with a specific focus on elucidating the historical context
and delineating the roles played by millionaires in advancing the Buddhist tradition.

The results of research were found that:

1. The historical narrative elucidated within the Dhammapada Commentary
sheds light on the patronage extended by affluent individuals towards Buddhism,
spotlighting five prominent figures: Anathabindika Setthi, Chotika Setthi, Mendaka
Setthi, Ghosaka Setthi, and Chitta Setthi. Each of these individuals traversed distinct
trajectories characterized by divergent socio-economic backgrounds and life
experiences. While some were born into opulence, enjoying privileged and relatively

unobstructed paths, others encountered adversities despite their initial affluence, yet



navigated through them with sagacity and accrued merit, ultimately regaining their
erstwhile prosperity. Moreover, there were those who hailed from humble origins,
confronting myriad hardships and teetering on the brink of survival. Nevertheless,
propelled by their amassed merit, they surmounted obstacles and ascended to
affluence. This journey of merit accumulation, spanning across numerous lifetimes,
culminated in a fortuitous convergence wherein their merits ripened, facilitating their
auspicious encounter with the Buddha. Subsequently, they embraced his teachings,
thereby attaining profound insights into the Dhamma.

2. The role played by affluent individuals in supporting Buddhism, as
depicted in the Dhammapada Commentary, is characterized by the notable
contributions of five millionaires across diverse domains, primarily in bolstering the
essential requisites of the faith. Anathabindika, a wealthy benefactor, exemplified this
commitment by endowing 54 million baht towards the construction of the Jetavana
Temple and consistently offering substantial support, never failing to enter a temple
empty-handed. His altruism earned commendation from the Lord Buddha for his
exemplary almsgiving. Similarly, Chotika Setthi, steeped in a legacy of Buddhist
patronage, demonstrated his devotion by presenting sugarcane juice to the Pacceka
Buddha and erecting the Phra Khanthakudi embellished with seven gems, three
ponds, and a variety of colorful flora. He further distributed gems among attendees
of Buddhist teachings and orchestrated an elaborate nine-month celebration,
wherein over six million monks were invited to receive robes. Mendaka Setthi's
philanthropy extended to nurturing his niece, Visakha, in temple life from infancy
until her attainment of Sotapanna. Additionally, he sought the Buddha's approval for
monks to receive panchakos and travel provisions. Khosakha Setthi employed his
inherited wealth towards the establishment of an almshouse, facilitating sustenance
for the indigent and fostering the dissemination of the Dhamma until he himself
attained Sotapanna. Subsequently, he embraced Buddhism wholeheartedly and
supervised the construction of Khositaram. Lastly, Chittasadee's endeavors
culminated in the dedication of the Ampathakawan garden and the erection of
Buddhist temples and residences, meriting accolades from the Lord Buddha for his

exemplary exposition of the Dhamma.



3. In the examination of the role played by affluent individuals in supporting
Buddhism as presented in the Dhammapada Commentary, it was discerned that all
five individuals demonstrated a profound commitment to the Buddhist faith. Following
their encounters with the Buddha and attentive listening to his teachings, they
embraced Buddhism with unwavering conviction, actively engaging in the support of
Buddhism across various dimensions. Their actions served as exemplars for emulation
by others. The involvement of these millionaires imparts practical insights with broader
implications for life. The establishment and consolidation of Buddhism hinge upon the
concerted efforts of four key constituencies: Buddhist monastics, who engage in the
study, practice, and propagation of the Buddha's teachings; laymen and laywomen,
who similarly dedicate themselves to the study and application of the Dhamma while
concurrently supporting the Buddhist cause. It is through the diligent discharge of

responsibilities by each of these groups that Buddhism stands to prosper and endure.

Keywords : Role, Millionaire, Supporting, Dhammapada Commentary
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